
Centre for International Sustainable Development Law 
McGill Faculty of Law, 3661 Peel St. Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 1X1 www.cisdl.org 
 
CISDL SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOWS  
APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please complete this application form and attach a current resume as you start your research at 
CISDL.  In the application process, CISDL may request two letters of reference and a sample of 
your writing. If these have not yet been provided, please indicate two reference people who could be 
contacted on this form, and attach a sample. 
 
 
1. Name……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
2. Contact info / email……………………………………………………………………….... 
 ………………………………………………………………...................................................... 
 
3. CISDL Research Programme(s) of interest ……...………………………………………….. 
 
4. Nationality …………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
5. Academic and professional qualifications (if possible, please give the CND or UK 
equivalent, EG: Undergrad Law, BCL/LLB/JD, LL.M, JSD/PhD/DPhil or similar). 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
6. Professional experience (Please list your top five most relevant work experiences, 
particularly experience related to international law and sustainable development in the economic, 
environmental or social fields) 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
7. Publications/papers presented at international fora (Please give a list and short description 
of your top five publications, with details of peer review, and provide us with a 10 page sample of 
your written work. This is preferably a published work that reflects your writing and analytical skills) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……… 
 
8. Research interests (Please list your top five research interests, present to past, and give an 
idea of what kind of research you would like to undertake at the CISDL. If you have funding for 
your research, please indicate this). 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………… 
 
9. Language proficiency (List the languages you speak and write, with indication of degree: 
basic / advanced / fluent). 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
10. Why are you interested in a research position at CISDL? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



11. What are you hoping to contribute to the work of the CISDL (will you undertake a specific 
research project in consultation with lead counsel, prepare a paper for publication, organize a 
workshop, other)? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………… 
 
12. What do you expect from CISDL? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 



CISDL Conditions of a Senior Legal Research Fellowship: 
 
 
The Centre for International Sustainable Development Law (CISDL)  
CISDL is an independent legal research centre which is based at, and has a close partnership with, 
the Faculty of Law of McGill University in Montreal, Canada. CISDL also enjoys strong partnerships 
with several inter-governmental agencies, and other research institutes and universities in developed 
and developing countries, and an excellent international network of mentors, advisors and 
collaborators. Overall activities of the CISDL are coordinated by our two Directors, and our ongoing 
work is organized into six main legal research programmes, managed by Lead Counsels based around 
the world, and supported by a small secretariat in Montreal. You will become a member of small 
community of sustainable development lawyers, as one of the very few Senior Legal Research 
Fellows that we are able to appoint each year. If you are selected, we will ask that you familiarize 
yourself immediately with the CISDL’s mission, principles, objectives, annual research strategies, 
publications and research programme agendas, by consulting the documents online at www.cisdl.org.  
 
Selection of a CISDL Senior Legal Research Fellow:  
Senior Legal Research Fellow positions are normally four years in duration, and are awarded through 
a competitive selection process based on CISDL priorities and the candidates academic and 
professional qualifications. Senior research fellowships are renewable. Senior Research Fellows are 
not required to be based in Montreal, they can also be based in the country of a CISDL Lead 
Counsel, or in any other country, particularly where they hold other academic or judicial 
appointments.  
 
Privileges of a CISDL Senior Legal Research Fellow:  
A CISDL Senior Research Fellowship grants the selected fellow access to an academic work station 
at the McGill Law Faculty, computer access, library access, meeting space, research assistance and 
other privileges as resources permit. It also grants the Senior Research Fellow access to publishing 
opportunities, and the chance to lead or collaborate on independent research projects of their 
interests, in collaboration with other CISDL members, access to international meetings hosted by 
CISDL or their partners, and access to contracts that come up from time to time. CISDL will 
facilitate consultations with CISDL lead counsel, and will also grant Senior Research Fellows access 
to an extended network of international advisors, academics and legal experts in the area of 
international sustainable development law.  No financial remuneration can be provided by CISDL 
for Senior Research Fellows at the present time, so Fellows have to obtain funds from elsewhere if 
their work is to be sponsored. 
 
Contributions Expected from a CISDL Senior Legal Research Fellow:  
The CISDL will expect a Senior Research Fellow to take part in the research and activities of the 
Centre. CISDL will also expect you to demonstrate respect for the mission, principles and objectives 
of the CISDL, including its policies and decision-making structure, and to promote the CISDL and 
their CISDL research collaboration within their own academic or judicial institution. In addition, a 
Senior Research Fellow should involve law and other students in their work where this is relevant 
and helpful to the Fellow’s research interests, to acknowledge their fellowship in any 
communications or publications related to the work they undertake while based at the CISDL, and to 
undertake minimum cooperative obligations that are involved in sharing an office with other scholars 
and sustainable development lawyers. 
 
 
Please send completed applications forms, with CV and cover letter, to the CISDL Research Fellowship Selection 
Committee, c/o Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger or Ashfaq Khalfan, CISDL Directors, mcsegger@cisdl.org or 
akhalfan@cisdl.org, by 01 October or 01 February of each academic year.  


